Markham Transcriptions Dictionary
As we did research, we would come upon words that we had to look up the definition for.  This especially happened in old wills and probate inventories.  So, we started making a list of the words and definitions.  Then we started adding little images for things when we thought something visual would help.  The document then turned into this dictionary.  It isn’t a formal dictionary.  It just represents words that we had to look up or sometimes we added words that seemed appropriate to include.  Also, there is a list of Abbreviations at the bottom.
 
Accompt – A colonial times word for account (mentioned in Middletown town records, page  235)
Administrator – A person appointed by a court to take care of the estate of an individual who died intestate.
Adze - A tool similar to an axe, with an arched blade at right angles to the handle, used for cutting or shaping large pieces of wood.
[image: ]

Alchemy spoon – Also called a latten spoon, was made from a brass like metal (an allow of zinc and copper).
[image: An early Latten (brass) Spoon. – Peter Cameron Antique Silver]
Alienate (alien) – Transfer ownership of property rights to another person.
Alms - Money or food given to poor people.
Almshouse – A house built originally by a charitable person or organization for poor people to live in.
Andiron - A metal support, typically one of a pair, that holds wood burning in a fireplace.
[image: Image result for andiron definition]
Anno Domini (AD) - In the year of the Lord. From Medieval Latin.  The full original phrase was “anni Domini nostri Jesu Christi”, which translates to “in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  
Anvil – A heavy steel or iron block with a flat top, concave sides, and typically a pointed end, on which metal can be hammered and shaped.
[image: Two views of Colonial Anvil]

Approbation - Approval or praise.  (this was used for the Selectmen in the Middletown Town Records)

Appurtenance – An accessory or other item associated with a particular item; an incidental right attached to a principal property right and passing in possession with it.
Archdeacon - Appointed by the bishop, the archdeacon was charged with the duties of preaching, supervising the deacons and their work, and supervising the distribution of alms.
Assigns (assignee) - A person appointed to act for another.  Successors in interest to a property.
Auger – T shaped drill bit used to make holes in wood.
[image: http://media.liveauctiongroup.net/i/7973/9477277_1.jpg?v=8CCC02ED9E21BA0]
Ax (axe) - An implement that has been used for millennia to shape, split and cut wood; to harvest timber; as a weapon; and as a ceremonial or heraldic symbol. The axe has many forms and specialized uses but generally consists of an axe head with a handle.
[image: Image result for antique colonial timber chain saw]

Axeltore pins – A pin that holds an axle in place on a cart.
Bail - A scoop or pail used to throw water out.
[image: Image result for antique colonial water bail]
Bandoliera – A shoulder belt/bag strongly made of stout canvas cloth to hold musket shot, used by the British military.
Bason – A bowl placed on a kitchen stand used as a sink.
[image: Image result for colonial basin]
Bedsted – Bed frame, supports mattress.
[image: http://img.tfd.com/hm/JPG/A5bedstead.jpg]
Behoove (Behooffe) - A duty or responsibility for someone to do something; it is incumbent on.
Beetle - A heavy wooden mallet for ramming, crushing, or smoothing; a maul.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/0c/5a/04/0c5a0448d3c2c3cb06a9259d153f647e.jpg]

Beetle rings – A metal ring around a mallet to keep it from splitting.
[image: Very Large Antique Wooden Mallet, Circa 1880. - Garden Court Antiques]
Bell strap – A leather strap with bells, used to be able to hear where an animal was (like a bull, or a horse).
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/65/71/3a/65713a7fc57d6e7cb2258b3d40dd9b7c.jpg]

Beseech – To implore or urgently seek.
Bickiron – Another name for anvil, a tool used by blacksmiths.
Bills of Public Credit – These fell outside the legal definition of official money.  Billos of credit were backed  with pledges of taxation to ensure their redemption or were loaned to individuals against security of land and property.  
Birds eye coverlet/blanket - In fabrics and textiles the Bird's Eye pattern refers to a tiny/ intricate pattern that looks like a minuscule polka-dot pattern.
[image: Image result for what is a bird's eye pattern]
Board (table board) - Table top supported on trestles but not fixed to them, they were joined by a central stretcher near the ground, which was secured by removeable pegs. After use the table would be taken to pieces and stored against the wall.
[image: ]
Bolster (boulster) – A cylinder of stuffed fabric, filled with feathers or flock or wool. Stretched the whole width of the bed and was covered by the lower sheet.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSv3dJq1a6TSO-0DB0pIW_HYQqe9nhl0KR7AioKDAw9L7-0NO7-ig]

Bond (administrators/executors bond for probate) - A probate bond is a type of court bond issued on the performance of an executor of the estate of a recently deceased person. It essentially acts as a guarantee that the executor of an estate will act according to laws and the terms of the trust or will of the deceased.

Box iron – A flat iron that is heated by inserting live coals in its boxlike holder, used to iron cloth or clothes.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSBLw6iwE8jYnLkUE4uXsED5gOZan40NjJD-KMq17EfBTgLYlKe9w]

Box heater – Metal lined box used by placing hot metal or embers from a fireplace in.
[image: Image result for colonial box iron heater]

Bread Trough – A bowl to knead dough in.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ_1z0-UKU5NQXxs0pIPvk8hX71Yng-yDBuesePHszYPhfAdm4bjQm2GJQi]

Breeches/Briches - Short trousers reaching from the waist to the knees.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/07/cf/b2/07cfb2adacae3f7a89899af00e0cbd6a.jpg]

Brewing tube – Piping used in making liquor or beer, part of a still.
Brindle heffer – Coat color pattern in animals, gray or tawny with darker streaks or spots.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/9b/bc/88/9bbc88561fc80ec31840891c58fc22e9.jpg]

Bucket – A roughly cylindrical open container, typically made of wood, with a handle, used to hold and carry liquids or other material.

[image: Image result for antique colonial water bail]
Budge (gown faced with budge)  /  boge - A skin used as a fur, consisting of a lambskin with the wool dressed outwards.

Budge bed - A lambskin bed dressed with the wood outward, formerly used as a fur or trimming.
[image: https://media.cymaxstores.com/Images/87/164205-1-SM2.jpg]
Bullock – A young castrated bull; another term for a steer.
Cagg – A type of barrel, sometimes used to hold beef.  There were 25- and 50-pound sizes.
Calamanco/Caleminco - A glossy woolen fabric of satin weave with striped or checkered designs manufactured from the 16th to the 19th centuries.
Camlet coat – Camlet is a woolen fabric originally made of camel or goat hair in medieval times.
[image: Camlet | Definition and more for Camlet]

Card - A metal comb or wire brush, used to disentangle the fibers of wool, cotton, flax, etc.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/86/63/bb/8663bbf17e6307850334c8eacb547e74.jpg]
Carsey/Kersey wool – A kind of coarse woolen cloth that was an important component of the textile trade in medieval England.
Case drawers – Similar to chest of drawers, case drawers had flat tops.
[image: Image result for antique "case drawers"]
Cask – A large barrel like container made of wood, used for storing liquids (like alcoholic drinks).
[image: Image result for antique cask barrel colonial times]

Cason/Caisson – A chest used to hold ammunition. 
Casque/casqe – Helmet head covering.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/7b/26/5c/7b265c3af74188d65c9598e6b14fca0f.jpg]
Cassock – Tradition attire worn by clergy; a long, plain and flowing garment or robe; a close-fitting ankle-length garment worn especially in Roman Catholic and Anglican churches by the clergy and by laypersons assisting in services.
Chafin/Chafing dish – A kind of portable metal or brass grate or bowl raised on a tripod, originally heated with charcoal (coals from the fireplace) in a brazier, and used for foods that require gentle cooking, away from the heat of direct flames. The chafing dish could be used at the table and provided with a cover for keeping food warm.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQtfv2lloPN4ej1E_3JLwrrg6WZJXfT3amP_Y_AXcl5JfVfRdKP]

Chain (unit of measure) – 66 feet, or 100 links, or 4 about rods.  There are 10 chains in a furlong, and 80 chains in one statute mile.   An acre is the area of 10 square chains (or the area of one chain by one furlong).
[image: http://www.farmcollector.com/~/media/Images/FCM/Editorial/Articles/Magazine%20Articles/2008/08-01/Gunters%20Chain%20and%20Land%20Measurement%20in%20America/RichardParrish.jpg]
Chamber – Bedroom.
[image: http://porch.com/advice/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/1608-bed.jpg]
Chamber pot - A portable container kept in a bedroom and used as a toilet.
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c7/Edo_period_chamber_pot_2.jpg]

Chamblett - A fabric which is almost incapable of definition although the word is said to have first been used of a costly eastern material, apparently made of hair from Angora goats.    From transcription of Elizabeth Whatman Brooke’s will – lustrous fine woolen fabric, usually dyed red.
Chancel - The part of a church containing the altar and seats for the clergy and choir.
Charnel - Building or chamber in which bodies or bones are deposited.
Chattels – A personal possession, an item of property other than real estate.  Includes furniture and domestic animals.
Chattel Mortgage – A loan extended to an individual on a movable property item, which is used as security to extend the loan.
Chauncery (Master of Chauncery from Aaron Markham land doc, Broome County v5 p316) – A court having equity (the principle of what is fair) jurisdiction.
Cheap – Old English word for market.
Cheese hoops – Wooden circles used to mold cheese in.
[image: Image result for antique cheese hoops]
Cheese press – An appliance for pressing cheese curd in a mold or hoop.
[image: Image result for definition "cheese press"]
Churn - A vessel used to make butter from milk or cream.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/dc/d3/6b/dcd36b1633f1f1e1b3911577db58a0ab.jpg]
Cider -  Raw apple juice that has not been filtered to remove pulp or sediment is referred to as fresh cider.  Strong or hard cider was a liquor made from the juice of fruits.  With water often being unsafe to drink, cider was a common beverage in early colonial times.
Clevis - A “U” shaped piece of metal with a bold or pin passing through holes at the two end, for joining a chain or rod to another.  A clevis may be used to fasten a whippletree to a wagon or plough.
[image: Image result for antique colonial clevis]
Clews - A metal ring to which lines are attached; clew iron.
[image: Image result for clew iron]

Cobiron/Cob irons - An andiron of the simplest form, the upright portion of which is small and undecorated.
Codicil – An addition or supplement that explains, modifies or revokes a will or part of one.
Codiscend – Putting yourself at a lower level, or seeing something as beneath you.
Cofer - A strong box or small chest in which money or valuable objects are kept.
Colander - A perforated bowl used to strain off liquid from food, especially after cooking.
Collar – Collar beam – a horizontal member between two rafters.
[image: Image result for collar beam]
Collar needle – Type of pin used in collar on animal to keep animal’s head straight.
[image: Image result for horse collar]
Convey – The transfer of the title of land from one person to another.
Colter – A blade or disc attached to a plough so that it cuts through the soil vertically in advance of the ploughshare.
[image: Image result for antique colonial plow coulter]
Colyer – Coal seller.
Cooper - A maker or repairer of casks and barrels (in 1920 Edward Markham worked at a Cooperage Works in Galena).

Coopers ware – The tools of trade for a Cooper.

Copyhold land – Land held from a manor.  It was technically owned by the Lord or Lady of the Manor.  The people who lived on and farmed manorial lands were tenants of the manor.  
Coram – In presence of.  Coram non judice, Latin for "not before a judge", is a legal term typically used to indicate a legal proceeding that is outside the presence of a judge (or in the presence of a person who is not a judge), with improper venue, or without jurisdiction.
Counterfeiting (in colonial times) – The making of illegal money, usually by making plates with an impression of a real paper bill, and then using plain paper and ink to make a copy of a bill, then perhaps using an ink pen to finish it.  The plate was made of metal, an object like a copper kettle could be melted down to form a plate.
Coulter - A vertical cutting blade fixed in front of a plowshare; the part of a seed drill that makes the furrow for the seed.
Counterpane – Bedspread, especially for looks or design.
Country pay – Rural commodities used in lieu of money in transactions; often valued at needing to be 20% more than the currency value.
Covenant – Agree, especially by lease, deed, or other legal contract.  An agreement which brings about a relationship of commitment between God and his people.
Coventer (from Church records) – A person who owns the covenant.
Coverlet (coverled) – Quilt that doesn’t cover the pillow; a lightweight bed topper that is designed more for decoration.
[image: Image result for antique colonial coverlet]
Crane and Hook – Used in fireplace to hold a kettle or pot over a flame.
[image: Image result for colonial crane and hooks]
Creel – A rack holding bobbins or spools for spinning.
[image: Image result for antique spinning wheel bobbin creel]
Crier - A person employed by a town to make public announcements or proclamations, usually by shouting in the streets.
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8d/Town_Crier%2C_Provincetown%2C_MA.jpg/340px-Town_Crier%2C_Provincetown%2C_MA.jpg]

Croft – A small enclosed field usually adjoining a house.  A small farm worked by a tenant.
Crown - English currency.   Equal to 5 shillings (12 pence = 1 shilling, 20 shilling = 1 Pound).
Cultivator - A farm implement equipped with shovels, blades, etc, used to break up soil and remove weeds.  Note: In Joshua Markham’s probate inventory in 1878, a cultivator was appraised at $1 and sold for 25 cents.
[image: Image result for definition antique cultivator]

Curate – A minister with pastoral responsibility; a member of the clergy engaged as an assistant to the vicar or parish priest.
Current money (Currant) – It is employed to describe money which passes from hand to hand, from person to person, and circulates through the community, and is generally received.  Money is current when received as cash in common business transactions, and is the common medium in barter and trade.
Cutlash - A short curving sword formerly used by sailors on warships.
[image: Buccaneer Cutlasses: What We Know « Swordplay & Swashbucklers]
Damaske (demaske jacket) - A firm lustrous fabric (as of linen, cotton or silk) made with flat patterns in a satin weave on a plain-woven ground on jacquard.
Demicastor (demicastor hat) – A hat made from beaver pelt.
Demise - To convey by Will or lease an estate either in Fee Simple (see Fee) or Fee Tail (See entail) or for a term of life or years.
Demised premises – Generally the parts of the premises that the leaseholder or tenant is permitted to occupy.
Despot – Heir apparent.
Diaper/Dyaper (dyaper napkins and dyaper towel) - A patterned fine white linen.
Divers – Indicates many; more than one.
Dog Iron – A short bar of iron having its ends bent at right angles for use as a cramp or joggle, as to hold together timbers or stones.
Double covered buggy – A horse and carriage, a light carriage drawn by one or two horses.  Covered means it had a top that could typically be folded down.  A double buggy had two seats.  Note: In Joshua Markham’s probate inventory in 1878, a double covered buggy was appraised at $10 and sold for $12.55.
[image: Image result for horse drawn carriage types]
Doublet - A man's short close-fitting padded jacket, commonly worn from the 14th to the 17th century;  “a serge doublet”.
Dowry - The property in land or money that a wife brought to her husband at their marriage. This may have been given her by her father, or it may have been property already in her possession by inheritance.
Dutch oven (baking pot) – Used in fireplace to bake food.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-pUhVNREl4PM/T5_iVWev2dI/AAAAAAAAAuA/BaGqZzidSM4/s1600/dutch+oven.jpg]

Dram cup – A small cup used to drink small amounts of liquids such as wine, only about one ounce in size.
[image: ]
Dragoon – Mounted calvary.
Draper - A person who sells cloth and may design and make cloth items.
Drawing knife - A traditional woodworking hand tool used to shape wood by removing shavings. It consists of a blade with a handle at each end.
[image: antique draw knife w/ wood handles, old drawknife primitive  wood working tool]
Drugget - A woolen or mixed fabric used for clothing.
[image: http://www.wmboothdraper.com/Wool/828_brown.jpg]
Duck wheel – Made of cotton or canvas, used to polish.
Duffle – Coarse wool cloth with a thick nap; also called shag and trucking cloth.
[image: Image result for wool cloth]
Dung fork – A pitch fork like tool used to move manure.  Fields were fertilized with manure spread on the soil with these long pitchforks called dung forks.
[image: Image result for colonial farm tool dung fork]

Dutch wheel – A spinning wheel is a device for spinning thread or yarn from fibres.
[image: ]

Earthenware - Ware made of slightly porous opaque clay fired at low heat.
[image: Image result for antique earthenware bowl]

Elese (elise) – Pledge to God.
Ell – An old measure of length (equivalent to six hand breadths) used mainly for textiles, locally variable but typically about 45 inches.
Egress – A place or means of going out; the action or right of going or coming out.
Enfeoff – Give property or land in exchange for a pledged service.
Ensealing – Affixing a seal to.
Entail - A settlement of the inheritance of property over a number of generations so that it remains within a family or other group.
Esquire - An unofficial title of respect, having no precise significance.
Ewer – A pitcher or jug used to hold water to pour into a bason.
Executor - A person or institution appointed by a testator to carry out the terms of their will.
Executrix - A female executor of a will.
Exion – Legal abbreviation for Execution, for example at the end of a court case is Exion Issued (see Berkshire Co, Mass court cases in 1800-1810 timeframe).
Fanning mill – A machine for cleaning grain by using screens and air.  Note: In Joshua Markham’s probate inventory in 1878, a fanning mill was appraised at 50 cents and sold for 85 cents.
Farthing - Crown - English currency.   Equal to one quarter of a pence (12 pence = 1 shilling, 20 shilling = 1 Pound).
Feast of St. Michael the Archangel – Also called Michaelmas.  A Christian festival observed in Western calendars on 29 September. In Christian angelology, the Archangel Michael is the greatest of all the angels and is honored for defeating Lucifer in the war in heaven.
Feast of the Annunciation - Also called Lady Day, the Feast of the Incarnation (Festum Incarnationis), or Conceptio Christi (Christ’s Conception), commemorates the visit of the archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, during which he informed her that she would be the mother of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is celebrated on 25 March each year.

Featherbed - A “quilt” fabric bag (tick) filled with feathers. Often accompanied by a matching bolster.
Fee simple – Land owned is owned completely, without any limitations or conditions, but are still subject to taxation and debt obligations on a mortgage; the highest possible ownership interest that can be had in real property.  
Felling ax – Used to trim branches off of a tree.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ifUpEROv5r4/T5vu9Jcx40I/AAAAAAAAAso/LgQ5vdnz9SM/s1600/light+felling+axe.JPG]
Fetter (iron fetter) – Rings connected to chain to place around the ankles to restrict movement, or an iron collar ring.
[image: Image result for fetters iron collar colonial times]
Feudalism - The dominant social system in medieval Europe, in which the nobility held lands from the Crown in exchange for military service, and vassals were in turn tenants of the nobles, while the peasants (villeins or serfs) were obliged to live on their Lord's land and give him homage, labour, and a share of the produce, notionally in exchange for military protection.
Fire plain – A type of fireplace mantle or shelf in the fireplace.
Firkin (also as ferckyn) - A small cask used for liquids, butter, or fish.
Flask – Vessel to hold liquids or powder.
[image: Antique colonial 18th C George III bugbear coconut Gun Powder Flask (item  #1390562)]

Flasket - A long, shallow basket with two handles, to hold food.  Can also refer to a small flask to hold liquids or powder.
Fodder – Dried hay or feed for cattle or other livestock.
Fowling gun – Flintlock fowlers in Colonial America armed our forefathers with the first truly “made-in-America” guns.  Doing double-duty as hunting guns and firearms for defense, they were used to put food on the table and defend against enemy soldiers. By comparison, the musket, which was made for war, consisted of a sturdy stock and a heavy barrel fitted for a bayonet, built to withstand the rigors of combat.
[image: ]
Fifer – Person who plays a fife, which is small high pitched flute similar to a piccolo.
[image: Image result for fife colonial times]
Fine - Not a penalty as in modern English but refers to a sum of money paid or due; for example, to the Lord of the Manor.
Firkin – A volume of liquid equal to about 9 gallons, about ¼ of a barrell.
Fishmonger - A person or store that sells fish for food.
Flagon – A large container in which drink is served, typically with a handle and spout.
[image: 1:6 Scale Franklin Mint Colonial American Pewter Miniature Flagon ~ 1982 |  eBay]

Flax – Plant used to make linen thread.
[image: Image result for flax linen]

Flesh fork – A large long handled fork used to lift meat (as from the pot from which it was cooked).
[image: Image result for antique flesh fork]
Flock bed – A bed with a mattress stuffed with flock; flock is bits and pieces of wool.
Fodder - Food, especially dried hay or feed, for cattle and other livestock.
Forenoon – In the morning, before noon, typically refers to late morning.
Fork ferrill (ferrule) – Short metal sleeve to strengthen a tool handle.
[image: Image result for antique colonial tool ferrule]
Forme – A type of bench seat to use with a long table (like the kitchen table).  Held more than one person.
[image: TABLES FARM 8 FOOT Rentals Colonial Heights VA, Where to Rent TABLES FARM 8  FOOT in Richmond VA, Colonial Heights, South Hill, Chester, and Petersburg  Virginia]

Fortnight – 14 nights.
Freehold land (or fee simple) – Provides the most complete form of ownership in perpetuity.  It allows the land holder to deal with the land including selling, leasing, licensing or mortgaging, subject to compliance with applicable local laws.
Freeman – A man who was a church member and had the right to vote; a person having full rights of a citizen.
Frow – A cleaving tool having a wedge shapped blade, with a handle set at a right angle to it.
[image: Image result for antique frow tool]
Fulled cloth - Fulling, also known as tucking or walking, is a step in woollen clothmaking which involves the cleansing of cloth (particularly wool) to eliminate oils, dirt, and other impurities, and making it thicker. The worker who does the job is a fuller, tucker, or walker, all of which have become common surnames.
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/Waulking_18th_century_engraving.jpg]
Fuller - A cloth worker who cleansed and thickened the cloth, called a tucker in the west country.
Fulling mill - From the medieval period, the fulling of cloth often was undertaken in a water mill, known as a fulling mill. In these, the cloth was beaten with wooden hammers, known as fulling stocks or fulling hammers. Fulling stocks were of two kinds, falling stocks (operating vertically) that were used only for scouring, and driving or hanging stocks. In both cases the machinery was operated by cams on the shaft of a waterwheel or on a tappet wheel, which lifted the hammer. Driving stocks were pivotted so that the foot (the head of the hammer) struck the cloth almost horizontally. The stock had a tub holding the liquor and cloth. This was somewhat rounded on the side away from the hammer, so that the cloth gradually turned, ensuring that all parts of it were milled evenly. However, the cloth was taken out about every two hours to undo plaits and wrinkles. The 'foot' was approximately triangular in shape, with notches to assist the turning of the cloth.
Furlong – 40 rods, or 1/8 mile.
Futing -  a calculation, subtotal.
Gallipot (Gally pot) – A small earthenware pot used as a container for ointments or medicines.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQU48QoZIF9cXEddnHIUafkyMxESbazng9wW-4kkhdk2OKn7ZPDeMZD-K__]

Gaole – Jail.
Garnish – Chief serving vessel.
Garret – A small room at the top of a house, like an attic, often small, dismal, and cramped, with sloping ceilings.  Might be used for the kids or guest sleeping room.

[image: Two Men Repairing Old Garret House — Stock Photo, Image]

Garrison - The term garrison refers to the military or defensive character of a building or house.  Garrisons, or fortified houses, were built in almost all New England towns.
Gentleman – By courtesy this title is generally accorded to all persons above the rank of common tradesmen or yeoman/farmer when their manners are indicative of a certain amount of refinement and intelligence.  Should have a coat of arms.  A gentleman is below Esquire in the social status.  For some this could be a self-assigned title of status.

Gentry - People of good social position, specifically (in the UK) the class of people next below the nobility in position and birth, entitled to a coat of arms, especially those owning large tracts of land.   The state or condition of being a gentleman.

Gild/gilded – A decorative technique for applying a very thin coating of gold or silver to solid surfaces such as metal (most common), wood, porcelain, or stone. A gilded object is also described as "gilt".

Gilling – A process of evening out carded or combed top fiber making it suitable for spinning, done along with combing.
[image: Image result for gilling cloth with combing colonial times]
Gimlet - A small tool with a screw point on one end and a cross handle on the other, for boring holes, usually in wood.
[image: http://www.history.org/almanack/life/tools/images/gimlet.jpg]

Glover – A person who makes gloves (Richard Hovey).
Grain cradle - A grain cradle or cradle, is a modification to a standard scythe to keep the cut grain stems aligned.  Note: In Joshua Markham’s probate inventory in 1878, a grain cradle was appraised at 25 cents and sold for 10 cents.
[image: Image result for definition antique  grain cradle] [image: Image result for definition antique  grain cradle]

Great wheel – A large wheel, especially in an apparatus.
[image: Image result for antique great wheel]

Gridiron (grid iron) - A frame of parallel bars or beams, typically in two sets arranged at right angles, in particular.  For keeping skillets directly over heat for a long period of time, also called a spider.

[image: Image result for colonial gridiron]

Grindstone – A large circular stone used to sharpen knives and axes, powered by hand or by foot.
[image: Image result for colonial grindstone]
Grist mill – A grist mill grinds grain into flour. The term can refer to both the grinding mechanism and the building that holds it.
[image: Image]

Grogram – A type of fabric that is a mix of silk and wool, used to make clothes.
Habendum (haberidum) – Real estate clause in a deed or lease that defines the type of interest and rights to be enjoyed by the grantee. Usually starts with “to have and to hold”.  Called a “fee simple absolute” clause, grants complete ownership of a property, subject to government laws and powers.
Haberdasher – A ancient merchant guild of London associated with the silk and velvet trade.
Hakes – A larger ocean fish such as cod.
Halberd – A long handled tool or weapon with an ax blade and a type of spike on opposite sides.
[image: HALBERD | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary]
Half-pike – A spear-headed weapon with a shaft about half the length of a typical spear or pike.
Hanger – Also called a trammel hook, was used to hang a pot in a fireplace.
[image: Hand Forged Pot Hanger, Furnishings, Kitchen, Other]
Hames (haimes) – Horse collar or harness.
[image: Image result for antique haimes]

Hand mill – A small grinder used to grind grain by hand.
Harrow – A type of plow, wooden frames with iron spikes or wooden teeth to break down and comb the soil surface.
[image: A reproduction harrow that was built using an 18th  century drawing and description.]

Hatchit - A small one-hand axe used for chopping.
[image: 18th Century Forged NJ Ax - Attributed to Basto Village | Collectors Weekly]

Heater – Slabs of metal used that were put in fireplace, then put in box iron (or other uses for heat).
Heirs – Recipients of an inheritance from a deceased owner.
Hereditament – Any kind of property that can be inherited (Latin hereditare, to inherit, from heirs).
Hetchel/hatchel - Heckle – Type of comb for flax.
[image: http://www.fanaticscountryattic.com/fpdb/images/HatchetHetchelAntique_Flax_Primitive_side_metal_strip_8.JPG]

Hoe - English agricultural historian named William Tatham discussed three varieties of hoe used in tobacco production: the grubbing hoe or mattock, the narrow or hilling hoe, and the broad or weeding hoe. The first of these, the grubbing hoe or mattock, was used to break up ground.  The hilling hoe is used to break up the ground and throw it into shape.  The broad or weeding hoe is used during the cultivation of the crop, to keep it clean from the weeds.
Hoggsheads (hogshed, hogset) – (in Dan III inventory)   A large cask, a measure of capacity for beer (63 gallons) or wine.
[image: ]
Holland shirt or cloth – Another way to describe linen.  It is plainwoven or dull-finish linen.  Can also refer to cloth or clothing imported from Europe or Holland/Netherlands.  A kind of smooth hard wearing linen fabric imported from Amsterdam in huge quantities by merchants. The definition given in The New and Complete Dictionary of the English Language published by John Ash in 1775 states 'A fine substantial sort of linen cloth".
Hops - Hops are the hanging flowers of the Humulus lupulus plant. They're a climbing perennial, and tucked inside each cone are tiny yellow pods called lupulin which contain resin and essential oils — the driving source of bitterness, aroma, and flavor in beer.
Hourglass - An invertible device with two connected glass bulbs containing sand that takes an hour to pass from the upper to the lower bulb.
[image: Image result for old colonial hourglass]
Hueugnot - A French Protestant of the 16th–17th centuries. Largely Calvinist, the Huguenots suffered severe persecution at the hands of the Catholic majority, and many thousands emigrated from France (the Merrill’s went to England).
Husbandman – A farmer.  A tenant farmer or small-holder who might also have to work on the land of larger landowners to maintain himself, below the rank of Yeoman. As such they were sometimes included in tax returns, eg hearth tax, or annual rates levied for the repair of the highways etc. An indicator of their status in these returns would be that they are contributing only small amounts compared to the main landowners.
Imprimis – In the first place; above all else.
Indenture – A formal legal agreement, contract or document.  Also, bind (someone) by an indenture as an apprentice or laborer.
Indian basket – Baskets made by Native Americans, who were often skilled at weaving various items.  They were often sold or traded to colonists.
[image: Article: Containers of Tradition: Southeastern Indian Basketry - Gilcrease  Museum]
Intestate – The condition of dying without having made a valid will.
Ironmonger - A person or store selling hardware such as metal tools and household implements.
Issue (also without issue) - A person's lineal descendants - all genetic descendants of a person, regardless of degree. Issue is a narrower category than heirs, which includes spouses, and collaterals (siblings, cousins, aunts, and uncles). This meaning of issue arises most often in wills and trusts.
Joiner – A person who constructs the wooden components of a building.
Jointure -  An estate settled on a wife for the period during which she survives her husband.
Journeyman - A journeyman is an individual who has completed an apprenticeship and works for wages. The term comes from the French for “day man.”
[image: Image result for journeyman colonial times]
Joynt stool – A type of stool to sit on.
[image: Joint stool, Soft maple, American ]

Kaffa (caffa) - A rich silk cloth with printed or woven designs popular in the 16th century.
Keeler – A large tub.  A broad shallow tub (as for a liquid or washing something).
[image: Image result for colonial keeler tub]
Kettle – Often made of brass, a container in which water is boiled, having a lid, spout and handle.  Often used as a teakettle.
[image: Image result for colonial brass kittle]

Kine/Kyne – Cows (archaic old English word).
Kilderkin – A dutch word for small cask, is equal to two firkens.
Kirtle (Silk kirtell) - A woman's gown or outer petticoat.
Kneading trough – A vessel in which dough, after being mixed and leavened was left to swell or ferment.  This is for making bread.
Knight – In Medieval times, a man given a rank of honor by a British king or queen because of his special achievements, and who has the right to be called "Sir".
Lamp trammel – Used for supporting lighting, saw-toothed to permit height adjustment.
[image: Image result for antique lamp trammel]

Lancet - A sharp-pointed and commonly 2-edged surgical instrument used to make small incisions.
[image: ]
Lantorn/Lantern – A lamp with a transparent case protecting the flame, and typically having a handle by which it can be carried or hung.
[image: ]

Latten – An allow of copper and zinc resembling brass, hammered into thin sheets to make items.
Lawde – To give honor and praise.
Lead bullets – Were round and cast in a mold.
[image: Image result for revolutionary war bullet]

Leatherseller – One of the livery companies of the City of London, established in 1444 with authority to control the sale of leather within the City.  
Liber - A book of records (as of deeds or wills), i.e. recorded in said Bureau in Liber 25, at page 56.
Lime - Lime is a calcium-containing inorganic mineral composed primarily of oxides, and hydroxide, usually calcium oxide and/ or calcium hydroxide.  When the term is encountered in an agricultural context, it usually refers to agricultural lime used to reduce the acidity of soil to fertility or oxygen levels.  Lime is also used in the process of tanning leather.
Linchpin (Linch pin) – A pin that holds a wheel on an axle on a cart.
Linen - Cloth made of flax and noted for its strength, coolness, and luster.
Link – 100 links make a chain, which is 66 feet (also about 4 rods).
[image: Iron Surveyor's Chain, ca. mid-19th century, Acc. #1965-263,3]
Lickey – Term used for liquor where liquor is banned.
Lis pendens – A written notice that a lawsuit has been filed which concerns the title to real property.
Looking glass – A mirror.
[image: Image result for colonial looking glass]
Loom – A device used to make fabric or cloth by weaving yarn or thread.  The basic purpose of any loom is to hold the warp threads under tension to facilitate the interweaving of the weft threads.
[image: Image result for colonial loom]

Mark – A measure of value that was not an actual coin, but rather an amount used for accounting.  Worth 13 shilling 4 pence, or two thirds of a pound.
Marriage bond - A form of guarantee that there wasn’t any legal bar to the marriage. Enforcing the guarantee was a pledge by the groom and a bondsman — usually a relative — to pay a sum of money,
Martyrs (Book of Martyrs) - Published in 1563 and written by historian and martyrologist John Foxe, the book is a survey of Christian martyrs throughout history and is considered the most widely read book in English during the reign of Elizabeth I (1558–1603, during a period often called the Elizabethan Age).  It described the suffering of Protestants under Mary's (first queen to rule England, from 1553–1558)  rule, and reached English readers at a time when they needed guidance and support. The book helped them feel justified in their struggle to remain loyal to what they believed to be the true religion.
Mattock - An agricultural tool shaped like a pickax, with an adze and a chisel edge as the ends of the head.
[image: ]
Meal sieve – A type of strainer to sift meal through to make it fine and light.
[image: Image result for antique meal sieve]
Meat tub – Tub used to salt meat in.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/96/0f/5b/960f5bc6cc125429ca8e97c53f271aad.jpg]

Mercer - A dealer in textile fabrics, especially silks, velvets, and other fine materials.
Merchant Guild (Ancient Merchant Guild) – Associated with the silk and velvet trade.
Merchantable – Suitable for purchase or sale, marketable.
Messuage – A dwelling house with outbuildings and land assigned to its use. 
[image: Related image]

Metheglin – A flavored mead, predates wine made from grapes.  An alcoholic drink of fermented honey and water.
Mislin/meslin – Mixture of wheat & rye.
Money exchange rate – In the year 1802 the currency of English Pounds changed to U.S. dollars at a rate of 3.33 dollars to 1 pound.
Money scales – Set of balance scales used to weigh money.  Balance scales are a device for weighing things. When the two pans contain exactly the same mass the beam is in balance.  You can place an object in one pan (such as gold or silver coins) and standard weights in the other to find what the object (coins) weighs.
[image: ]

Mortor/Morter – Bowl device used to prepare substances by crushing and grinding; a bowl made of very hard material, such as brass, hardwood, glass or porcelain, in which substances may be pounded to a powder using a pestle (which is a tool, a stick like object with a rounded handle).
[image: Image result for antique mortar][image: pestle | Definition from the Chemistry topic | Chemistry]

Moveable estate – Items in an estate that are physical belongings, like furniture, but not real estate or buildings.

Moyty (moiety) - Each of two parts into which a thing is or can be divided; a part or portion, especially a lesser share.

Mulley bull – Mulley, or polled livestock are livestock without horns in species which are normally horned​.
[image: Simon Bucking Stock Sale]

Musket – A muzzle loaded long gun that appeared as a smooth bore weapon in the early 16th century, at first as a heavier variant of the arquebus, capable of penetrating heavy armor
[image: Image result for colonial musket]

Mustard pot – A small vessel used to hold mustard.  Mustard was used in a dry state until the change to the currently known wet form was made in the mid-1700’s.

[image: Image result for colonial mustard pot]
Nails – Nails were made by hand.
[image: Image result for colonial nails]
Nail hammer – Used to hammer nails.
[image: Image result for colonial nail hammer]
Neat cattle – Oxen or heifer.
[image: Image result for neat cattle]
Neck cloth (neck handkerchief) – Informal sort of neckware generally work by sporting gentlemen and working tradesmen.  Commonly a square folded and tied around the neck.
Neck yoke - A neck yoke is a bar (usually wooden) fastened to the collars of a pair of horses. It has a wide leather collar or ring fixed around its center to support the pole of the vehicle to which they are harnessed. A tapered metal fitting (tongue) on the end of the pole is inserted into the neck yoke collar.  Note: In Joshua Markham’s probate inventory in 1878, a neck yoke was appraised at $1.00 and sold for 72 cents.
[image: Image result for definition antique neck yoke]
Nibs – A type of small pointed tool.
Nippers – Used to cut sugar down.
[image: Image result for antique nippers]

Noble – A former English gold coin.  Minted from 1344 to 1470.
Nuncupative will – A will given verbally as opposed to have been written by the testator in advance.  It is spoken to witnesses during sickness or right before death.  A trusted person would write the words and submit it to court for acceptance as a will.
Palm - Nedlet (needle) & Palm – A tool for anyone repairing or making heavy or thick cloth (or rope, or sails) is a sailmaker's palm. The palm is used to push the needle through the cloth.
[image: Sailmaker&#39;s palm and needle | Leather craft, Leather diy, Leather projects]

Pantaloons – Long trousers that were sometimes tight fitting and sometimes wide at the top and tight at the bottom that were worn by men in the 1800’s.
[image: image 0]
Parlour -  A smaller room, usually created by putting up a wall in a formerly one room house, it was a private room and usually contained a bed.  The larger room created was the hall room.  This is the colonial times definition, this changed over time.
Payle maker – A maker of pails or buckets used to store food.  Payle is the middle English spelling of pail. 
Peal – A small type of shovel to remove something being baked/cooked in a hearth.
[image: Hearth Ware - Peel]

Peas (pease) hook – Small weight and hook to be used on scale for weighing hay, tobacco, etc.
[image: http://i.ebayimg.com/images/g/gAEAAOSwBahUzjTl/s-l1600.jpg]

Petticoat - A woman's light, loose undergarment hanging from the shoulders or the waist, worn under a skirt or dress.
Piggin - A small wooden pail with one stave extended upward as a handle.
[image: Piggin Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster]

Pillory - A wooden framework with holes for the head and hands, in which an offender was imprisoned and exposed to public abuse.
[image: Image result for definition pillory]

Porringer (parringer) – A small bowl, typically with a handle, used for soup, stew or similar dishes.
[image: Image result for antique colonial porringer]
Peel – A long handled, shovel-like tool that permitted the cook to safely put breads and baked dishes into the oven and remove them,made of wood or sheet iron.
[image: Image result for colonial peel]

Peck – Two gallons, or ¼ of a bushel.
Pecuniary – Relating to or consisting of money.
Pence (d) –  English currency.  12 pence = 1 shilling, 20 shilling = 1 Pound.
[image: Image result for colonial pence coin]
Penistone - A kind of coarse woolen cloth formerly used for making clothes (such as a penistone petticoat).
Peppercorn - A metaphor for a very small cash payment or other nominal consideration.
Perch – One square rod in measurement.
Pestle - A heavy tool with a rounded end, used for crushing and grinding substances such as spices or drugs, usually in a mortar.
[image: Image result for colonial pestle]
Pewter – A gray alloy of mostly tin with copper and lead.
Pewter cup – A cup made of pewter, for drinking from.
[image: Image result for colonial pewter cup]
Pewter pitcher – A pitcher for water or other drinks made of pewter.
[image: http://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0838/2371/products/15A368-pitcher01_eded82b7-0678-4765-8ed4-4e9295447aff_grande.jpeg?v=1436808658]
Pewter plate – A plate made of pewter, for eating off of.
[image: Image result for colonial pewter plate]
Pigeon net – A net used to trap and then kill pigeons.
Pillar (pilliar) – A person or thing regarded as reliably providing essential support for something; a person in an important position.
Pillibers - Pillowbeers –

Pillion – A padded cushion with straps which sometimes had on one side a sort of platform stirrup, probably used behind a saddle on a horse so two could ride.
[image: Image result for antique horse pillion saddle]

Pincers - An instrument having two short handles and two grasping jaws working on a pivot and used for gripping things.
[image: Image result for colonial pincers]

Plate – Flat sheet of metal, could be gold or silver, or a flat, round coin.
Plow (hand plow) – A type of plow pushed by hand for turning soil.
[image: Image result for antique colonial wooden plow]
Plow cleaver – A type of plow for turning soil, drawn by animals.  A barshear plow was for turning over new soil.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/--KErmb_R0U8/Tyfn3XZl-0I/AAAAAAAAAds/gPE270tBLRA/s1600/wooden+plow.jpg]

Plow sheer - The “shear” or cutting “knife” part of the plough is the part that cuts the soil.
[bookmark: _Hlk157760748]Pole – A pole or rod or perch is a surveyor’s tool and unit of length equal to 5 ½ yards, or 16 ½ feet, and one-fourth of a surveyor’s chain.  One acre is 160 poles.
[image: Image result for antique colonial measuring pole]

Portmanteau – A large trunk, usually made of leather and opening in two equal parts.
Potinger - A bowl or pot, usually of metal, earthenware, or wood, used to hold soup, stew, or the like; may also be called a porringer.
Pound (£)  – English currency.  12 pence = 1 shilling, 20 shilling = 1 Pound.
[image: Image result for colonial british pound coin]
Porringer – A shallow bowl, made of wood, ceramic, pewter or silver, had flat, horizontal handles; used for soup or porridge.
[image: Image result for colonial porringer]
Pottage – A thick meat or vegetable soup.
[image: Image result for antique colonial pottage]
Powdering tub – Tub for salting meat.
[image: Image result for antique colonial meat salting tub]

Prejudicial - harmful to someone or something; detrimental.

Premised – To state or assume as a premise in an argument (used in court cases).
Presents – Signifies the writing then actually made and spoken of; as, these presents; know all men by these presents, to all to whom these presents shall come.  Says that the document is a legal declaration of the facts contained in it.
Psalter – A copy of the biblical psalms, a book.
[image: Psalter - Wikipedia]
Qnire – An end of the church.
Quit claim – Deed that is a legal instrument which is used to transfer interest in real property.  The entity transferring its interest is called the grantor, and when the quitclaim deed is properly completed and executed it transfers any interest the grantor has in the property to a recipient, called the grantee.  Can be used for transferring property when an issue of ownership might not be clear, essentially a quit claim deed says “I hereby relinquish (quit) any interest I may have in this property”.
Raiser – Holder for an oil lamp.
[image: Brass Wick Riser Raiser for an Oil Kerosene Lamp burner]
Rayzor – A sharp blade used by men to shave.  Early in colonial times, water or perhaps a type of oil was used on the face, in the 1700’s the use of a type of soap was used as a form of shaving cream.
[image: The Colonial&quot; Straight Razor | Hand Forged Knives and Handmade Specialty  Items]

Ready money – Funds for immediate use.
Reaper – A farm machine that cuts grain.
[image: Image result for antique reaper]
Recompense – Compensate someone for a loss.
Regress – An act or privilege of going or coming back; movement backward to a previous and especially worse or more primitive state or condition.
Relict – Widow of the deceased.
Remised - To give, grant, or release a claim to such as in a deed.
Reversion (revertion) – In property law is a future interest that is retained by the grantor after conveyance of an estate of a lesser quantum that he has (such as the owner of a fee simple granting a life estate or a leasehold estate).
Revestre – A door in a church.
Rick - A large stack of hay, corn, peas, etc, built in the open in a regular-shaped pile, especially one with a thatched top.
Riddle – A coarse sieve, used to clean grain by passing it through the holes.
Roan (horse) – A horse coat color characterized by an even mixture of colored and white hairs on the body while the head, tail and lower legs are mostly solid.
Rod – Same as pole.  A pole or rod or perch is a surveyor’s tool and unit of length equal to 5 ½ yards, or 16 ½ feet, and one-fourth of a surveyor’s chain.  One acre is 160 poles.
Rood - An English unit of area, equal to one quarter of an acre or 10,890 square feet. A rectangle that is one furlong (i.e. 10 chains, or 40 rods) in length and one rod in width is one rood in area, as is any space comprising 40 perches (a perch being one square rod).
Room – When referred to as “in room”, means in place of.
Run of yarn – A measurement used in the creation of yarn.  For wool yarn, a run is 1600 yards.
Rundlet – A small barrel or keg.
Sad iron – Also called a flat iron or smoothing iron; sad came from solid, and can mean a bigger and heavier iron;  usually 2 were used, one was kept on the stove to be hot while the other was being used.
[image: Image result for sadiron]

Salt (Salt Cellar or Silver salt) – Ornamental vessel for holding salt.  Usually placed on the table for dining to show the persons level of wealth.  Those seated “above the salt” (near the end of the table where the host and hostess sat) were the guests of honor. Children and less important guests sat in the middle or at the other end of the table, or “below the salt.”
[image: ]
Sattinisco (as in a gown) – A satin, a thick closely textured silk fabric, with a glossy surface.  
Scabbard/Scabord – A sheath or holder for a sword, typically made of leather or metal.
Scain (Skein) (of thread) – A bundle of a type of thread that is 8 yards long.
Score – 20 years. 
Scrivener – Person who writes wills.
Scythe (syth) – Like a sickle, tacking used to adjust the blade.
[image: Image result for antique colonial scythe]

Scythe (cradle scythe) – Used for reaping crops.
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-F8XWFso4bIk/VKioDDKZWVI/AAAAAAAAC50/PMbeNCsa1Qc/s1600/Cradle.jpg]

Seating the People in the Meeting-House - "The selectmen and the deacons or a committee appointed by the selectmen, determined the order in which the seats in the meeting-houses in New England, in the early settlement, should be occupied,  Ability and general regard, as well as wealth, had much to do with the order of selection.  The women, as a rule, do not appear to have been assigned to particular seats, but occupied, in another part of the house, such as suited their own preferences.  The lists still preserved, which give the order of seating the men and boys in Springfield, do not indicate any great regard for those having the largest possessions.  At Northampton, ‘age and estate’ determined the order, and to some extent that might have prevailed here."   From: The Official Records from 1636 to 1736 with an Historical Review and Biographical Mention of the Founders, by Henry S. Burt, 1898-1899; page 126, vol. 1.

Seine (fishing seine) – A fishing net that hangs vertically in the water with floats at the top and weights at the bottom edge, the ends being drawn together to encircle the fish.
[image: Image result for antique fishing seine]
Seised – Having ownership; take hold of.  That the party has legal title to and possession of the land in question.
Seith (scythe) – A tool used for cutting crops, with a long-curved blade at the end of a long pole attached to which are one or two short handles.
[image: Scythe | Forgotten Realms Wiki | Fandom]

Seisen/seizen (seixen) - Possession of either land or chattel.
Serge - A durable twilled woolen or worsted fabric;  "a heavy serge coat".  Fine woolen cloth used extensively for clothing.
Share - The part of a plow that cuts through the soil; plowshare. A heavy piece of pointed wood.
[image: Image result for antique colonial plow share]
Shave (Spikeshave) - A tool used to shape and smooth woods in woodworking jobs such as making wheel carts, wheel spokes, chair legs, paddles, bows, and arrows.
[image: Image result for colonial farm tool spokeshave]
Shilling (s) – English currency.  12 pence = 1 shilling, 20 shilling = 1 Pound
[image: Image result for colonial times british shilling coin]

Shote – Young pig.
[image: Image result for young pig]

Sieve - A utensil consisting of a wire mesh held in a frame, used for straining solids from liquids, for separating coarser from finer particles, or for reducing soft solids to a pulp.
[image: Image result for antique colonial sieve]

Signet – A ring.  For wealthy and important men, a signet ring was a powerful tool akin to a signature. A signet ring is set apart from other rings based on an engraved or raised symbol, series of words or letters, or image on the top half of the ring that was representative of its wearer in some way.  Traditionally, signet rings were worn on the pinky finger and used by gentlemen as a seal to sign important documents.
Skillet – Used in fireplace for cooking.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-GuCzBQ5ZKhM/T5_ijbRI6SI/AAAAAAAAAuI/P4y3AxH8JKE/s1600/spider.jpg]

Skimming dish – Used in cheese making, to separate the coagulation/curd from the liquid whey.
Sleigh - Pulled behind a horse over snow, with runners.  Sometimes used for travel in the winter.  (Lemule Hurlbut had one in his probate inventory)
[image: Image result for colonial sleigh]
Skimmer - A perforated spoon.
[image: ]
Smoothing Iron – An iron made of iron metal that was heated in the fireplace and used to smooth cloth or clothes.  For colonial irons with a metal handle, a piece of cloth was used around the handle to be able to hold it without burning your hands.  Were also called flat irons or sad (which meant solid) irons.
[image: 1 flatiron with a heavy base, 2 smaller]
Snaffle - A snaffle bit is the most common type of bit used while riding horses. It consists of a bit mouthpiece with a ring on either side and acts with direct pressure. A bridle utilizing only a snaffle bit is often called a "snaffle bridle", particularly in the English riding disciplines.
[image: ]
Snibills – A type of hinge; one use is to fasten the body of an ox cart to the axle, could also be used for a cupboard door.
[image: 2 Vintage Iron Door Cabinet Hinges Rustic Hardware Farmhouse Industrial ]

Sollor/Soller – A loft.
Sorrel horse - A reddish-brown horse.   
[image: Image result for sorrel horse]

[image: Image result for antique colonial skimmer spoon]
Spetia (specie) – Hard monies, usually gold or silver, bullion coins.
[image: Image result]
Spider - A frame of parallel bars or beams, typically in two sets arranged at right angles, in particular.  For keeping skillets directly over heat for a long period of time, also called a gridiron.

[image: Image result for colonial gridiron]


Spider swivel pot rack – 
[image: Image result for antique colonial water bail]
Spindler – A rod or pin, tapered at one end and usually weighted at the other, on which fibers are spun by hand into thread and then wound.
[image: Image result for antique colonial spindler fiber spinning]
Spinning wheel – A spinning wheel is a device for spinning thread or yarn from fibres. It was fundamental to the cotton textile industry prior to the Industrial Revolution.
[image: Image result for reel part of a spindle colonial times]
Spit—A long rod to stick through a piece of meat in order to cook it over a fire.
[image: ]
Staddle – A base, or lower part or supporting frame, of a stack of hay or straw.
[image: Image result for antique colonial hay staddle stone]
Staddle stone – a stone, especially one resembling a mushroom in shape, supporting a framework or rick.
[image: Image result for antique colonial staddle stone]
Stagg – A male animal castrated after sexual maturity, or a large adult male red deer.
Stake & stones – A small pile of stones with a stake in the center to mark a land boundry.
[image: ]
Stave - One of the narrow strips of wood that form the sides, covering, or lining of something (such as a barrel).
Still – An apparatus used to distill liquid mixtures by heating to selectively boil and then cooling to condense the vapor. A still uses the same concepts as a basic distillation apparatus, but on a much larger scale.  The alcohol (ethanol) is separated from the base liquid.
[image: ]
Stillart (stillard, stilyard) – Balance tool to weigh things.
[image: Image result for antique colonial stillard weig]

Stock cards – A pair of cards, wooden paddles with metal teeth, used on a device to comb wool.  This is to make sure all the fibers are untangled and aligned in one direction, making it easier to spin smoothly.
Stockings – Socks, typically knee high.  Usually were made my knitting.  Also called hose.
STR - Section - Township – Range.  In U.S. land surveying under the Public Land Survey System, a section is an area nominally one square mile, containing 640 acres, with 36 sections making up one township on a rectangular grid. Townships are the horizontal rows and ranges are the vertical rows in the PLSS.  Also known as the township range system or the rectangular survey system. This system used to identify and locate a parcel of land.
Sundial - An instrument showing the time by the shadow of a pointer cast by the sun onto a plate marked with the hours of the day.

[image: Image result for colonial sundial]

Sugar tongs – Used to pick up a piece of sugar at the dinner table.  Sugar was in the form of a sugarloaf or cone, where sugar nips or tongs were used to break off a piece.
[image: Image result for colonial sugar tongs]
[image: Image result for colonial sugar loaf]

Sulter – A civilian merchant who sold provisions to an army in the field, in camp, or in quarters, they sold wares from the back of a wagon or a temporary tent, traveling with the army or to remote military outposts.  Orsman was a sulter in the Civil War, per his obituary.
[image: Related image]

Surety – A three party agreement that legally bonds together a principal who needs the bond, an oblige who requires the bond and a surety company (a third party) that sells (or holds) the bond; if the principal fails to perform in this manner, the bond will cover resulting damages or losses.
Swingle tree - A wooden or metal bar used to balance the pull of a draught horse or other draught animal when pulling a vehicle.
Tackling – An assemblage of ropes and pulleys arranged to gain mechanical advantage for hoisting and pulling.
Taffeta (also taffety or taffata) - A crisp, smooth, plain woven fabric made from silk
Tallow – Animal fat, used to make soap and candles, used in butter and as a lubricant.
[image: Image result for tallow]

Tallow chandler – Person who makes and sells candles.
Tame hay – A type of grass used for hay, usually for feeding cattle.
[image: Image result for tame hay]
Tammy - A plain-woven often glazed cloth of fine worsted or woolen and cotton formerly used for dresses, curtains, and linings.
Tankard – A mug for drinking a beverage from.
[image: Image result for colonial tankard]
Temporal – Relating to worldly as opposed to spiritual affairs (used as temporal estate).
Tenements - A piece of land held by an owner.
Tenor notes – Paper currency printed in Massachusetts Bay colony in 1704.
[image: Image result for colonial tenor notes]
Testator – A person who has made a will.
Tick (bedding) - A simple sack, called a tick, is a mattress cover. Canvas woven from hemp, also called hurden or tow, was a likely choice for the tick.
[image: Image result for colonial tick beds]
Timber chain – Chain used wrap around a log so as to be able to drag it.
[image: Image result for antique timber chain]
Timothy – A grass like plant, basically a form of hay.  Good for feeding horses. (Orsman grew this, he had 3 acres in 1895)
[image: ]

Tines (fork tines) – 
[image: Image result for antique colonial fork tines]

Tithing man – A church officer elected to preserve good order in the church, to make complaint of any disorderly conduct, and to enforce the observance of the Sabbath; collector of the tithes.
Toasting iron – Long handled iron utensil with brackets on the end to hold bread or other food to be toasted in the fireplace.
[image: Image result for colonial toasting iron]
Tobacco tongs – Tongs used to grab an ember from the fireplace and then use it to light tobacco in a pipe.
[image: Image result for colonial tobacco tongs]

-ton – The suffix of  -ton is an Old English word meaning a farm or settlement.

Tough flax – Means it has a lot of water in it.
[image: Image result for flax linen]
Tow yarn – Short or broken fiber, used for under layer or stuffing.  Tow can also refer to short fibers of cotton or flax, used to make sheets or other cloth or linen items.
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Drev_och_drevj%C3%A4rn_samt_tr%C3%A4klubba_004.jpg]
Tramill and hook – Used to hang a pot in a fireplace, an adjustable pothook.
[image: Image result for antique colonial tramill and hook]
Trammel – A shackle used to teach a horse to amble; something that restricts activity, expression, a restraint.
[image: Image result for antique colonial trammel for horse]

Treen/Treene – Wood, an item made of wood.
Trencher – In medieval cuisine, was originally a flat round of bread used as a plate, upon food was placed to eat.  At the end of the meal, the trencher could be eaten but was frequently given as alms to the poor.  Later, the trencher evolved into a small plate of metal or wood, typically circular and completely flat, without the lip or raised edge of a plate.
[image: Image result for antique colonial trencher]
Trevit - An iron tripod or bracket for a cooking pot or kettle to stand on.
[image: ]

Trundle bed - A low bed that can be stored under a larger bed.
[image: Image result for antique colonial trundle bed]

Turkey stone (in ring) – Turquoise.
Turkey work – A form of knotted embroidery practiced in England from the 16th century to the mid-18th century, but especially in the 17th century. Used for upholstery and table covers, it was worked in imitation of Turkish carpets, which are known from paintings to have been imported to England from the 16th century.
[image: Stalking the Belle Époque: Her Majesty's Furniture: A Turkey Work Chair,  1605]
Upland – Land on higher elevation or perhaps hilly, lands that weren’t flood prone.
Vallaines – Variation of valance.  A length of decorative drapery hung above a window to screen the curtain fittings.
[image: ]

Vassal - A holder of land by feudal tenure on conditions of homage and allegiance.
Vessel – A heat resistant pot or bowl used for cooking or for boiling clothes.
[image: Image result for antique colonial vessel]

Vinegar cruet – A vessel to hold vinegar.
[image: Colony Glass Oil &amp; Vinegar Cruet, Handmade in ITALY, Ex/Condition | eBay]

Viz – Namely; that is to say; as follows.  Introduces examples, lists or items.
Wainscot - An area of wooden paneling on the lower part of the walls of a room.
Warming pan –  Pan with handle used to hold hot embers or coals from fireplace, put into bed to keep bed warm.
[image: Plain brass warming pan with turned wooden handle]
Weir - a fence or enclosure set in a waterway for taking fish.
[image: Image result for colonial fish weir]
Waescote (waistcoat) - A sleeveless upper-body garment. It is usually worn over a dress shirt and necktie and below a coat as a part of most men's formal wear.  Also can be called a vest.
[image: Waistcoat - Wikipedia]
Whipletry (whipletree) – A pivot mechanism used to distribute force evenly; one use is a chain assembly for a team of horses; the swinging bar of a carriage or wagon, to which the traces of a harness are fastened, (to move quickly to and fro).
[image: Image result for antique colonial whippletree]
Wimble - A long tool, like a great gimlet, with a cross handle, with which you turn it like a screw to make or drill a hole.
Winnowing cloth – Cloth used to filter something or to separate heavier/larger pieces from lighter/smaller pieces.
Whippletree chain – A whippletree is a pivoted or swinging bar to which the traces, or tugs, of a harness are fastened, and by which a carriage, a plow, or the like, is drawn. A single-tree can be a whipple-tree if the item being drawn is a one-horse implement, e.g. shay, sleigh, etc.
[image: ]

Wooling wheel - A small stick used for winding wool around when spinning.
[image: Image result for antique colonial wooling wheel]
Wooling card - Most colonists didn’t have access to (or couldn’t afford) pre-made fabric, so they made their own, often from sheep’s wool. A key part of this process was carding, which involved pulling the wool fibers back and forth between two thin, rectangular boards (cards) covered with wire teeth. Carding removed tangles and ensured that all the wool faced the same direction, making it easier to spin it into thread.
Wooling yarn – Yarn made from wool.  
Worsted comb – Comb used in preparing worsted wool.  Worsted wool has the short fibers removed by combing and top preparation by gilling.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/86/63/bb/8663bbf17e6307850334c8eacb547e74.jpg]
Wort – The sweet infusion of ground malt or other grain before fermentation, used to produce beer and distilled malt liquors.
Yearling - An animal (especially a sheep, calf, or foal) that is a year old or that is in its second year.
Yeoman – A person who owns and cultivates a small farm; one belonging to a class of English freeholders below the gentry.
Yoke staple & ring – A wooden beam used between a pair of oxen to enable them to pull together.
[image: Image result for colonial yoke ]


Abbreviations
&c – etcetera, and so forth
do – ditto
gt – great
p – sometimes used as ‘per’ or ‘pre’, such as psonal (personal) or psents (presents)
pd – paid
pr – per or pair
pt – part, pint
qt – quart
sd – Said
Ss – supra scriptum, as written above, aforementioned.
towd – toward
Viz - The abbreviation viz. (or viz without a full stop) is short for the Latin videlicet, which itself is a contraction of the Latin phrase videre licet, meaning "it is permitted to see". It is used as a synonym for "namely", "that is to say", "to wit", "which is", or "as follows".
wch – which
wt – what
wth – with
Xt  (Church of Xt) – Church of Christ
yds – yards
ye – the
ym – them
yn – than
yr – there
ys – this
yt - that


accot – account
comtee – committee
defendt – defendant
degr – degrees
hond – honored
no – number
pltf – plaintiff
rect – receipt

image3.jpeg




image47.jpeg




image48.jpeg
DI.+388337B
B T T N aaa——




image49.jpeg




image50.jpeg




image51.jpeg




image52.jpeg




image53.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image54.jpeg




image55.jpeg




image56.jpeg




image57.jpeg




image58.png




image59.jpeg




image60.jpeg




image61.jpeg




image62.jpeg




image63.jpeg




image64.jpeg




image65.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image66.jpeg




image67.jpeg
-1 9




image68.jpeg




image69.jpeg




image70.jpeg




image71.gif




image72.jpeg




image73.jpeg




image74.jpeg




image75.jpeg




image76.jpeg




image77.jpeg




image78.jpeg




image79.jpeg




image80.jpeg




image81.jpeg




image82.jpeg




image83.jpeg




image84.jpeg




image85.jpeg




image86.jpeg




image87.jpeg




image88.jpeg




image89.jpeg




image90.jpeg




image91.jpeg




image92.png




image93.jpeg




image94.jpeg




image95.jpeg




image96.jpeg




image97.jpeg
Mattock




image98.jpeg




image99.jpeg




image100.gif




image101.png




image102.jpeg




image103.jpeg
pestle

~a D

o
mortar. ’




image104.jpeg




image105.jpeg
stockc

Breeen

Bayonet

Rawred




image106.jpeg




image107.jpeg




image108.jpeg




image109.jpeg




image110.jpeg




image111.jpeg




image112.jpeg




image113.jpeg




image114.jpeg




image115.jpeg




image116.png




image117.gif




image118.jpeg




image119.jpeg




image120.jpeg




image121.jpeg




image122.jpeg




image123.jpeg




image124.jpeg




image125.jpeg




image126.jpeg




image127.jpeg




image128.jpeg




image129.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image130.jpeg




image131.jpeg




image132.jpeg




image133.jpeg




image134.jpeg




image135.jpeg




image136.jpeg




image137.jpeg




image138.jpeg




image139.jpeg




image140.jpeg




image141.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image142.jpeg




image143.png




image144.jpeg




image145.jpeg




image146.jpeg




image147.jpeg
WiseGEEK




image148.jpeg




image149.jpeg




image150.jpeg




image151.jpeg




image152.jpeg




image153.png




image8.jpeg




image154.jpeg




image155.jpeg




image156.jpeg




image157.jpeg




image158.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image159.jpeg




image160.jpeg




image161.jpeg




image162.jpeg




image163.jpeg




image164.png
Stake and Stones




image165.jpeg




image166.jpeg




image167.jpeg




image168.jpeg
=~

%3"—7 =




image169.jpeg




image170.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image171.jpeg




image172.jpeg




image173.jpeg




image174.jpeg




image175.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image176.jpeg




image177.emf

image178.jpeg




image179.jpeg




image180.jpeg




image181.jpeg




image182.jpeg




image183.jpeg




image184.jpeg




image185.jpeg




image186.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image187.jpeg




image188.jpeg




image189.jpeg




image190.jpeg




image191.jpeg




image192.jpeg




image193.jpeg




image194.jpeg




image195.jpeg




image196.png




image197.jpeg




image198.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg
S




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg




image22.jpeg




image23.png




image24.jpeg




image25.jpeg




image26.jpeg




image27.jpeg




image28.jpeg




image29.jpeg




image30.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image31.jpeg




image32.jpeg




image33.jpeg




image34.jpeg




image35.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image36.jpeg




image37.jpeg




image38.jpeg




image39.jpeg




image40.jpeg




image41.jpeg




image42.jpeg




image43.jpeg




image44.jpeg




image45.jpeg




image46.jpeg




